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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I) H Responsive to communications) filed on 13 November 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E! This action is non-final. 

30 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters prosecutor , as to the ments .s 
] closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) g] Claim(s) 1-11 and 22 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-5 is/are rejected. 

7) 13 r.iaimfsl 6-11 and 22 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) [3 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

II) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1 M Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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3D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 
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DETAILED ACTION 


Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election without traverse of Group I, claims 1-1 1 and 22 in Paper No. 
9 is acknowledged. 

Preliminary Amendment 

The preliminary amendment filed November 13, 2002 has been entered. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information referred to in the information disclosure statement filed 
November 1 3, 2002 has been considered as to the merits. 


Specification 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 1 50 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
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on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 


The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it includes legal 
phraseology ("means"). Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 


Claim Objections 

Claims 6-1 1 and 22 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper 
form because a multiple dependent claim cannot depend from another multiple 
dependent claim. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims have not been 
further treated on the merits. 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 


Claims 2-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
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applicant regards as the invention. In claim 2, the "or" recitation fails to particularly 
define the metes and bounds of the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-5, as best understood with the above cited indefiniteness, are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Murray (5660445). Note the occupant 
harness (32), seat harness (11), and means (18b) for releasably connecting the 
occupant harness to the seat harness. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Occupant restraint devices are shown by Wilkinson (1298615), 
Owens (4205670), Spinosa et al (4738413), Perez (6109698), Zakely (2979028), 
Simpson (4302049), and Dillender (3380776). 
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Art Unit: 3636 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Milton Nelson, Jr. whose telephone number is 
70330821 1 7. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 5:30-3:00. 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned are 7033053597 for regular communications and 7033053597 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
7033082168. 


Milton Nelson, J|r\ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3636 
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